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America that has been important to our eco-
nomic recovery. I am grateful for his dedi-
cated service, and Laura and I wish him and
Jane all the best.

Proclamation 7907—Black Music
Month, 2005

June 1, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During Black Music Month, we pay trib-
ute to a rich musical tradition and honor the
many contributions African-American musi-
cians, singers, and composers have made to
the culture of our Nation and to the world.
This powerful, moving, and soulful music
speaks to every heart, lifting us in times of
sorrow and helping us celebrate in times of
joy.

Black music’s origins are found in the work
songs and spirituals that bore witness to the
cruelty of bondage and the strength of faith.
In the strains of those songs, we hear the
voice of hope in the face of injustice. From
those roots, black music has grown into a di-
verse collection of styles, and it continues to
evolve today. Black music captures a part of
the American spirit and continues to have
a profound impact on our country.

This month is an opportunity to reflect
upon the achievements of African-American
artists and to look forward to the future. We
remember Robert Johnson, Bessie Smith,
Louis Armstrong, Nat King Cole, Ray
Charles, Ella Fitzgerald, Billie Holiday, and
countless others for their love of music and
their pioneering and passionate spirit. We
celebrate today’s musicians who continue to
build upon the rich and vital heritage of black
music.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 2005 as
Black Music Month. I encourage all Ameri-
cans to learn more about the history of black
music and to enjoy the great contributions
of African-American musicians.
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of June, in the year
of our Lord two thousand five, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:46 a.m., June 3, 2005]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 2, and it was
published in the Federal Register on June 6.

Proclamation 7908—Great Outdoors
Month, 2005

June 1, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During Great Outdoors Month, we cele-
brate our Nation’s natural heritage, reaffirm
our commitment to conserve our environ-
ment, and recognize the many volunteers
who help maintain our natural spaces.

Americans are blessed by our country’s ex-
pansive landscapes, diverse wildlife, and
beautiful public lands. Outdoor recreation
provides an opportunity to enjoy the splen-
dor of our Nation’s remarkable natural treas-
ures and reminds us of our responsibility to
be good stewards of the environment.

Across our great Nation, Americans are
taking that responsibility seriously and volun-
teering to help keep our natural areas beau-
tiful for future generations. I commend these
citizens for helping to protect our public
lands, and I encourage all Americans to do
their part. The Department of the Interior’s
Take Pride in America website and the USA
Freedom Corps website offer examples of
ways to participate in environmental steward-
ship projects.

We have an obligation to protect the
Earth, and my Administration is pursuing re-
sponsible initiatives to make our air cleaner,
our water purer, and our land better pro-
tected. In doing so, we are demonstrating the
important principle that environmental pro-
tection and economic prosperity are both
vital parts of being good stewards in the land



